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An Eſſay of a King vvritten by 


Sir Francis Bacon. 


I 


King 1s a mo: ll God ON raph into 
whom the living God hath lent'his 
WY own name as 2 oreat honour: But with. 
& 211 rold him hee ſhould dic like a man. 

" -Ieft he ſhould be pipud and Aatger him. 
S {-]f, that God hath with his name im- 
parted unto him his nature alſo. 

2 Of all kinds of men, God is leaſt beholdine unto 
mm. for he doth moſt for them, and they do orcinari- 
y leaſt for him. 
$ A King that would not feele his Crown too heavy 
for him, muſt weare.ir every day, butif he think it too 
light, be knoweth not of what mettall it is made of. 

He muſt make Religion the Rule of government, 
and not the Scale ; for he that caſteth in Religion onely 
to make the ſeales even, his own weight is contained in 
rheſe CharaQers Tekel uphraſin, he is found roo l1ght,his 
Kingdom fhall be taken from him. 

s And that King that holds not Religion the beſt 
reaſon of ſtate, is void of all picty and juſtice, the Sup- 


porters of 3 King. 


6 He muſt beableto give Counſcll himſelf, but not 


torelyc thereupon : for though happy events Juſtific 
Their Counccls, yet it is better that the evillevent of 


200d advice be rather © AE ta a Subject then 4 $0- 
VEreigne, } 
7 Heis the Fountain of Honour, which ſhould nor 
run with a waſt pipe, leſt the Courtiers (ell the waters, 
and then(as Papifts ſay of their holy Wels)to loſe the 
vertue. 1 - þ 
$ Heisthclife of the Law, not onely as he is /-x lo- 
qguens himſelf, but becauſe he animateth the dead letter, 
making it aattve towards all his Subjects premio & 
pgna. 
9 Awile King muſt doe lefle 1naltering his Laws, 
then he maygfor new government is ever dangerous, it 
being true in the body politique, as in the corporal, 
chat ommnis ſubita mutario eff periculoſs , and though it be 
for the better, yet it is not without a feartull apprehen- 
ſton; For he that changeth the fundamentall Laws of a 
Kinodome, thinketh that there is no goodtitle fo 2 
Crown but by conqueſt. 
to A King thar fetteth to fale Seats of Juſtice, op- 
preſſeth the People, for he teacheth his Judges to ſel 
Iuſtice, and precio parats, preciovincitur Juſhicia. 
Bounty and Magnificence are vertues, vere Regie, 
but a prodieall King is neercr a Tyrant,then a parcimo- 
nious: for ſtore at home diaweth his contemplatians 
abroad, but want ſupplyerh it ſelf of what is next , and 
many times the next way?, and herein he muſt be wiſe 
and know, wh't he may juſtly doe. 
12 That King which is not feared, is not loved, and 
he that is well ſeen in his craft, maſt as well ſtudy to be 
feared as loved, yet not loved for feare , but feared for 
love. | 
' 13 Therefore as hee muſt 2lwayes reſemble him 
whoſe great name he beareth Ne that in manifeſting 
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elweetinfluence of his mercy oyer the ſevere ſtroke 
2 his Juſtice fomcrimes, to in this not to ſuffer aman 
of dceartl to live,fo: betit ies that the Land doth mou: n 
che :c({traint of Juſtice rowards fin. doth more retard 
che affeCtion of love, then the extent ot mercy doth en- 
Rame it, and ſure where love 1s beſtowed, teare 15 quite 
bt. : 

14 His oreateſt Enemies are, his . Flatterers.,, fo: 
though they ever {peak on his (ide, yet their words (till. 
make againſt them, 

{5 Thelove which a King oweth to the weal-pub- 
like, ſhould not bereſtraiged tO any one particular, yet. 
chat his more ſpecial favour do refle&t upon ſome wor- 
thy ones, is Lomwhat neceſlary , becauſe there are ſo 
Few of that capactty. 

Hee mult havea ſpeciall care of five things, it hec 
ould not have his Crown to be put upon him. , 

Firſt, that fraulata ſanfitas, Dc not inthe Church, for 
132 1S dupiex m1giitas 

Secondly, that mutilis gguitas,fit not in the-Chance- 
-ery, for that 1< zuepra maſericordta. 

Thirdly, that utilis emequiz,u keep not the Exchequer, 
FQrit 1s er1%ele latrocinium. | 

Fourthly,,that fidelzs temericas be not his Generall,for 
-hat wil bring but feramperuentian. 

Fiftly, that infide}ts prudentia,, be not his Secretary, 
for that he is Anguis ſub 217141 heyba. 

To conclude, as he is of the greateſt power, bo hee 13, 
ſubje@ to the greateſt cares, made the ſervant of his. 
people, orelſc he were without a calling ar all. 

He then that honoureth him not, is next an Atheiſt 


wanting the feare of God in his heart. ED 
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An explanattonnhat manney of perſons thoſe, ſhouts be;' ther 
are to execute the power or Ordznance of the: Kings Privo. 
gative, wruten by ne ſar Sir Francis 3 Bacon. lare Lord 


'Chancetour, and Lord 5t APA” ; 


Hat abſolate Preroguive © accoraing to » thi Kiness 

pleaſure revealed by his Lawes, may be cxerciſcd 
ana executed by any Subje&, to w hom power way be 
ziven by the King, inany place of Judgement or Com- 
miſsion, which the King by his Law hath ordained, in 
' which the Judge ſubordinare cannot wronz the people, 
the Law laying downe a meaſure by wh ich.ever y lydoe 
ſhould governeor execute ; Agvinit which Law if any 
Indge proceed, ae is by t] ie Law queſtionable and pu- 
nithable tor his tranſgreſs30n, 

In this nature are all the Judges and Commiisioners 
ofthe Land no otherwiſe thenin their Courts,in which 
tic King in perſon 1s ſuppoſed to itt who cannot worke 
that rreſp; Mc, Felony or treaton which the T.aw hath 
net made iv to be, neither can. puniſh the guilty by 0- 
ther puniſhment thenthe Law bath appointed, 

T his Prerogative or power as itis over all-rhe Subs 4 
jects io being knowne by the Subje&s, they are without 
excuſe it they oftend; and {ufter no wrong if they be pu- 
niſhed- And by this prerogativerhe King governeth alt 
ſorts of people according unto knowne will. 

The abſolute DIeTOgati ve which 15 in Kings accordin? 
to their private will and judgement cannot be executed. 
by any. Subj<&, neither is it paſſible to give ſuch power 
by Commillion, or fit to ſubjet the people tothe ſame. 
For the King inthat he is the ſubſtitute of God imme- 
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diy the Father of his people, and head of the Com- 
mon wealth by participation withGod and his fubjecs, 
Diſcretion, Iudgement, and feeling love towards thoſe 
over whom he raigncth only proper to himſelfe, or rc 
mis places and perſon, who feeing he cannot in any o- 
thers diffuſe his wiſedome, power, or gtfts,which God 
10 reſpect of his place and charge hath cnabled him 
withall, can neither ſubordinate any other Tudge to go- 
verne by that knowledge, which the King can no other- 
-wite then by his knowne will participite unto him. And 
it any ſubordinate Iudge ſhall obtaine Comimitsion ac- 
cording,of ſuch Tudge to goverg the people, thatludge is 
bound to think that to be his ſound diſcretion, 1n which 
the fav in which the Kings known will theweth unto 
{1m To be that [uſtice which hee ought to adminiſter: 
otherwitc he might ſeeme to cſteeme himſelte above - 
the Kings law, who will not governe by him, or to 
have a power derived fromi.otoer then from the King, 
which inthe Kingdome will adminifter Iuftice contra- 
rie to the juſtice of the Land, Netther can ſuch a judge 
or Commilſsioncr under the name of his high Authott 
tie ſhrowde his owne high afte&ion, ſeeing the Conſci- 
ence 3nd qiſcretton of every man 1s particular :and” 
private to:himtclte; As the diſcretion of the Judge can- 
not be properly or poſsibly the diſcretion of the Kine, 
or conſcience of the King; And iffnor his diſcretion,net- 
ther the Judgement that is ruled by 1nother mens only. 
Therefore it may ſeeme they rather defire to bee Kings' 
_ then to rule the people underthe King, which will not 
2dminiſter Juſtice by law, but by their owne wills. 

This Adminiſtratiowin a ſubjeRis Jerocative to, the 
Kings Prerogative, for he adminiſtreth Juſtice out, of a, 

private 


private direQion, being tor capable of a gehicall dire- 
Q:6n, how to ule the Kings plevſure in Caufes of par- 
ticular reſpe&Q, which if another then the King himſelfe 
can doe, how can it be ſo,thatany man ſhould deſire that 
which'ts unfit and impoſsible, but chat it muſt p,occed 
ont of ſome exorbitant afteR:on, the rather leeing fuch 
places to be full of trouble, and being alrogcther unne- 
ceſſary, no man will ſeeke to thruſt himſelfe into it, bat 
for hope of gaine. Then1s not any prerogative oppug- 
ned but maintained, though it be Yelired thac every ſub - 
_ ordinate Magiſtrate may not be made {ipreame, where- 
by he may ſealc up the hearts of the people, take trom 
the King the reſpect due unto him oaly, or to juloe the 
people otherwiſe then the King doth himſelfe, 

And although the Prince be not bound to render any 
accompr to the Law, which in perſon adminiſtreth it 
ſelfe. Yet every ſubordinate Judge muſt render an ac- 
comprt to the King by his lawes how hee hath admini« 
fired Juſtice in his place. where he is ſet, But if he hath 
power torule by private direction, for which there is no 
Jaw, how can he be queſtioned by a law, if in his pri- 
vate.cenſure he offendeth. . = [ 

Therefore it ſeemerh that in giving ſuch authority 
the King ordaineth not ſubordinate Magiſtrates, but ab= 
ſolute Kings ; And what doth the King leave ro him- 
ſelfe, who giveth ſo much to othersas he hath himſelf z 
neither is there a greater 5ond to tie the ſubject to his 
Prince in particular then wlienheiſtal have recourſe unto 
him in his perſon or in his power for rcleif of the wrongs 
which from private men be offered, or fer reformation 
of the oppreſsions which any ſubordinate Magiſtrate 


ſhall impoſe upon the people: there can be no offence - 
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the Judge, who hath power to execute according to his 
diſcretion, when the diſcretion of any Judge ſhall be 
thought ft to be unlimited ; And therefore there can be 
cherein no reformation, vw hereby the King in this uſeth 
no prerogative to oaing h1s Subjects rivbe. Then rho 
ſubject is bound to ſuffer helpleſle wrong, ,and the dif. 
content of the people is caſt upon the Kine, rhe lawes 
being neglected, which with their equitic in 1! other 
Cauſes and Judgements, ſaving this, lnterpole theme 
felvesand yeeld remedy. 

And to conclude, Cuſtome cannot confirme that 
which is any waycs unreaſonable of ic ſclie ; Wiſledoime 
will not allow that which is many w ayes dangerous, 
and no waycs profitable; Juſtice will not approve tha 
government where it cannot be, but wrong mult bee 
committed. Neither can there be any rute by whtch to 
try it, nor meanes for reformation of it. 

Therefore whoſoever defircth Government, muſt 
ſeeke ſuch as he is Capable of, not ſach-as ſcemerh to 
himſelte moſt caſte to execute; For it appearcth thar it 
is eaſe tO him that knowerh not law nor juſtice to rule 
as he liſteth, his will never wanting a power to it ſclfe; 
but it 15 Cafe and blameleſſe both for theJudge and Peo-. 
plc, and honour to the King, that Judges bee appointed 
who know the Law, and that they bee: lumited ta 2Q- 
verne according to the Ta. 
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